
PB 19/2023 August  2023

United Kingdom and United States of America,

Although majority of respondents choose Tanzania’s model for future development, they prefer English as the 

The debate on whether to use Kiswahili to teach and 

schools, especially private schools (Jamhuri ya 

On the one hand, it is argued that Kiswahili is the most 

levels because most educators and students are not 

Tanzanians use it in their everyday life compared to 

because it is used by few Tanzanians in everyday life 

should create a conducive environment to teach and 

arguments of some scholars for using English as the 

Second, Kiswahili does not have adequate vocabulary to 

announced that Kiswahili would be the medium of 

goal to use Kiswahili at all levels, but stated that both 

 



English language in teaching and learning in Tanzania 

The analysis comprises demographics, primary language 

Demographic features

homes

Primary language spoken at home

communicate when they were at their homes (see 

used English as a primary language to speak at their 

simple majority of respondents thought English 
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model was adequate for development preferred English 

half of respondents who considered China and Ethiopia 

who chose Tanzania development  model for future 

who did not know about countries best models to follow 
for development preferred English language to be the 

simple majority who thought that the economic and 

chose Kiswahili as the most important language of 

results showed that many respondents spoke Kiswahili 

model of development of Tanzania for future 
development preferred English to be used in teaching 

The results suggest that English and Kiswahili languages 

learning, and educators and learners will choose freely 
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respondents moved higher on the academic ladder, they 

go to school wanted English language to be used for 

years preferred English to other languages, while about 
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recommended that all four language skills – speaking, 

learning, all stakeholders should ensure people master 

serikali kuhusu makadirio ya mapato na matumizi kwa mwaka 
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