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The EU-27 and Kenya—which has already signed and ratified the regional EPA (October 2016)—on the modalities towards the 
implementation of the EU-EAC EPA



Tanzania—EU Agro-Trade

Tanzania—as well as Burundi, DRC, Rwanda, Uganda, South Sudan (the six members of the EAC)—maintains a trade relationship 
with the EU under the Everything-But-Arms (EBA) scheme. Nonetheless, as Tanzania sustains a per capita GDP above $1045 it will 
graduate from the LDC status, joining Kenya’s status and, hence, maintain a trade relationship with the EU under the Market Access 
Regulation (MAR) component of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP).

For the past decade, Tanzania’s exports of goods to the EU-27 (through the EBA scheme) have been in the range of Euro 500 million 
per annum and imported goods of over an average of Euro 800 million per annum. Tanzania’s exports of agro products over the 
same period have been in the range of Euro 300 million per annum, while that of manufacturing has been in in the range of Euro 
80 million per annum. 

Under the areas of Cooperation—the Parties acknowledge the importance of the agricultural sector to the economies of the 
EAC Partner States and agree to cooperate in promoting its transformation to increase its competitiveness, ensure food and 
nutrition security, rural development and facilitate the adjustment of agriculture and rural economy to accommodate the effects 
of implementation of this Agreement with special attention to small scale farmers. The Parties agree to cooperate in the following 
three main clusters of areas:



Selective indicators of the key areas of EU-EAC EPA cooperation under the agro-development and trade expansion are as follows:



It is evident thus far that the EU-EAC EPA intends to make use of the agro-based resources to contribute to socio-
economic development, environmental sustainability and equitable benefit sharing among the Partners through, inter 
alia, sustainable agricultural development in the EAC States.
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This is the third of a five-part series of policy briefs presenting findings of a research study on the “Implications of EU-EAC EPA on 
Tanzania”. The study is part of the broader research and capacity building project ‘Targeted support to strengthen capacity of policy 
makers, exporters, and trade associations to assess and review trade and related economic policies to promote trade competitiveness 
and diversification for widening trading opportunities with the EU’, implemented by REPOA and ISS-Erasmus—funded by the European 
Union (EU) through the EU-ACP TradeCom II Programme. Its contents are sole responsibility of REPOA.


