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REPOA held an open seminar on “The diverging south: comparing the cashew sectors
of Tanzania and Vietham”. The seminar title is also that of a book written by Dr. Blandina

Kilama which explores the dynamic process of how cashew farmers of the two countries are
integrated in the existing production set up.

The erratic trends of cashew production in Tanzania are due to numerous reversals of policies,
with farmers being treated as a residual (without flexibility) and processing as a way of utilising
excess produce. On the other hand, the steady rise of cashew production in Vietnam is due
to adoption of strategic policies allowing for flexibility of farmers and processing being central
to the cashew sector. The presentation showed that amenable formal coordination is important
to overcome inefficiencies and allocate resources efficiently’

The presentation focuses on examining the factors contributing to diverging paths of two coun-
tries with similar economic and political background. It is specifically shown that, in their re-
spective histories, what is common to both Tanzania and Vietnam is the high percentage of
their population that lives in rural areas, their planned economies and later their adoption of a
free market. The transition from socialism to free market saw increase in production of different
produce in terms of crops and other goods in Vietnam, while erratic trends have been observed
in Tanzania. The case of cashew, points to discrepancies between the two countries, in output,
yield, productivity, tree density, the age of trees, proneness to diseases, availability of tools
and inputs and how the actors in the sector interact.
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REPOA Researcher,
Dr. Blandina Kilama presenting.

The seminar was presentated by the author of the study Dr. Blandina Kilama, a Researcher
at REPOA and facilitated by Prof. Andrew Temu from Sokoine University of Agriculture.
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